
Director’s Report
Tom Trahms, Board Chairman

At our board meeting in November, 
the board along with Dennis 
Gardiner and Ryan Taylor of 
Gardiner Thomsen Certifi ed Public 

Accountants reviewed the fi nancial audit of Crystal
Valley for the fi scal year ending August 31, 2015. 

Dennis and Ryan expressed their thanks to all the Crystal
Valley employees who helped the audit go smoothly.

During the audit meeting the board set patronage rates
for business done with Crystal Valley during the last 
fi scal year.  Those rates are refl ected under the General 
Manager’s article on the next page.  A total of $2.8 
million was established for patronage to be returned
to patrons.  40% will be paid in cash of $1.1 million 
and 60% will be deferred to patron’s equity balances of 
$1.68 million.

Over the last fi ve years Crystal Valley has distributed 
$20.41 million in patronage to those who do business
with us.  That total consists of $8.17 million dollars paid 
out in cash and $12.24 million deferred to patron equity
balances.  During the same period Crystal Valley has 
retired past equity of $12.86 million.  So bottom line 
your cooperative has issued checks to our patrons 
totaling $21.03 million over the preceding 5 years.

On December 8th the nominating committee reviewed
the qualifi cations of two candidates for the two board 
positions up for election this year.  I am an incumbent
for one position and will be running again and Dean 
Sonnabend of Vernon Center will be running for the 
position currently held by retiring board member Dean 
Duffey.

At this time I would like to thank Dean Duffey for his 18 
years of service to Crystal Valley as a board member.  

Crystal Valley Director Nominees 2016

His wise counsel and dedication will certainly be 
missed.

This year we are going to use mail ballots for the 
director elections.  Ballots will be mailed to all eligible 
voting members in early January and we ask you to 
return them by the deadline stated in the mailing.  I 
would like to invite everyone to Crystal Valley’s 89th 
Annual Meeting on Thursday, February 4th at the 
Verizon Wireless Center in Mankato.  The business 
meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. with a meal to be
served beforehand at 6:00 p.m.  

Tom Trahms – Janesville
Lives and farms south of Janesville
Age: 60
Wife: Sherry, married since 1981
Children: Michael-25, Jacob – 21, Laura - 19
Farm: Raises corn, soybeans and peas with his
brothers Jon and RD; operates a farrow-to-fi nish hog
operation
Education:  B.S. Economics – University of Minnesota
Experience:  Director on Crystal Valley board since
2005; former mayor and councilman for the City of 
Janesville

Dean Sonnabend – Vernon Center
Lives and farms west of Vernon Center
Age:  48
Wife:  Tammy, married since 1987
Children:  Brittany – 26 and husband Tyler, Josh – 23,
Rachel – 18
Grandchildren: Olivia and Madison 
Farm:  Raises corn and soybeans with son, son-in-law
and brother-in-law; custom hog fi nishing operation
Education:  Degree in Farm Business Management –
South Central Technical College
Experience: Ceresco Township Supervisor; Church 
Vice-President; Blue Earth County Soybean Growers 
Association; Lake Crystal Softball Association Direc-
tor; LCWM Booster Club Director
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Manager’s Report
RoRogeger r KiKienenhoholzlz,, General Manager

Fiscal Year 2015 Financial Results

 Crysstatal VaV lleyey had aa solidd yeaeaar,r,rr,r,r,r,r,r  but 
one tht at largeely refl ected a reducucucucucucuccttttitt on 
in the overall Ag economy.  A summmmmmmmmmmmaaraaraararary yyyy
of FY 2015’s fi nancial statementttttsssss aaararaaa e e eeeeee
presented to the right.

ToToToToToTToToT tatatatatatatattatallllllll sasasasassasasasas lelelellelelelelelessss dedededededededddd crcrcrcrcrcrcreaeaeaeaeaeaaseseseseses d dddd frfrfrromomom $270 million to $233 mmmimimmm lllll iooooooon nnnnnn
dudududuudud e eeee tot  lowowwwwwererererererrrr ccccccccccomomomomommmomomoommommommmodidididididid tytytytytytyttytyt pppppppririririrrricecececececes ssss fofofofor rrr grgrgrain, fertilizer, feedddddd ananaanannnnd d ddddd
pepepepepepepepp trtrttrtrtrtrtt oleummmmmmmmmm pppprprpp oducucucucucccu tststststststststs. AAAAAAnononononononoothththththththererererererer cccccccononoononononnontrtrtrtrtrtrribibibibibbibiibututututututu inininnnng gg fafafactctctctorororo  was a 1112%2%2%%%%%%
rerererererereereduddddd ctctctctctctioioioioioioooonnnnnnn in fertititittititit lilillililililizezezezezezezezeezer r usage e ee e bybybybybybyby oooooourururururur ppppppprororororororoduddudududududuucecececeeecersrsrsrsrsrssr aaaaaalololololongngngng wwwwwwwiitittttthhhh a 
10101010100100%%%%%% %%% rrrrrrer duction iniinininnin ppppppropaneeeeee uuuuuuusssassss geeeee fffororor corrrrrrnnnnnn drdrdrddrdrdryiyiyiyiyiyiy ngngngngnggng aaaaaaaaandndndndndnddndddd hhhhhhhomomoomomommmmmmomoo e e 
heheheheheheheheheheaaaata .
 Our local neteteeeteee oooooooooperarararaaraatitititititingnnnnn  savings were alalalalalala sososososooooso rededededededeedduucuuuuuu ededededdedddd bbbbbbbbyyyyy 
$1$11.55555.55 mmmmmmmmmillion fromm m mmm a a aa aa a yeyeyeyeyyeyey ararararararar aaaaaaaagogggggg : $5.4 million vs. $6.6.6666 9999999 mimimimimimimimm lllllllllllllllioioioioioion.n.n.n.n.nn   TTThTTThThTTTThhhhhisisiisisis 
rereduductcttttttiioiii n camee ppppppririririr mamammamamammariririririlllyl  out of our Agronomyyyyyyyy aaaaandndndndndndndddnn EEEEEEEEneneneenenenenenergrrrrr y 
DiDiDD vivisisiooononoo s.

TToooto al sales ffffffoorororororororr aaaaaaaaggggrg onomy decreased by $8 mimimimimimiillllllllllllllioioioioioionnnnnnn ffrfrrfrf om 
lalaaastst yyeaeaaaaeaar with a cccccoroo rerererereesponding reduction in earningsssssss...... YYYououuuuou ccccan 
seseee e e ththeeee patronagagggggagage ee e rarrrrr te of 2.5% compared with neaeaeaeaeaeaearrlrrrr y 3.3.33 9% 
frfrfromomooo aaaaa year ago..

AAsss sss mentioneeeeeeed,d,d,dd,dd,d ssssssales volumes were down signininininiiniifi fi fi fi fi fifificacccccc nntntntllyyyy in 
prprprprropopanannnnnne eeeee alalalalalallononononononong g g g ggg wiwiwiwiwiww thththththtt  slight decreases in gasoline anananananananddd dd dddididid eeese el 
vovooolulumemeeeees.  ThThThThThhhereeee efefefefefeffforororororore,e,e,eee,e, the propane department did nononononononot reeeeeecccccord 
a a a prprofiofittttt in FY 222222201010101010 5,5,5,5,5,5,5 wwwwwhile the Petroleum Division maaaaaaadedededededede a sssmmmmamm ll 
prprrofiofitt wwwwwiti h a a papapappapaaap trtrtrtrtrrtrrronoononoonononoonagagagagagggeeee rarararrararaateteteteteee ooooooff fff 1.1.11.11..6 6 666 66 cecececececentntntntntnntts/s/s/s/ss gagagaag llllllllonononoonon ooooooonn nnnn n rereererefi fi fifinnenenenened d ddd
fufufuelels.s.

TThhhhe GGraini DDDDDivivivivivivissisisisisioiioioioion susususususuuuffffffffffffffffffeeeereeeeeeee ddedededdd iiiitsttstt tttttttouoououoououo ghghhhhghghheseeseesesttttttt yeyeyeyeeeyeyeyyey arararararar iiiiiiin n n n nn ththththththtt e e ee lalalaalaalalaststststststtst
ninininene yyyyyears. WiWiWiWiWiWiWiW thththhhhhh tttttthehehehehee sssssssububub-p-p-parararaarar gggggrain hhhhhhhhhhararararararraa vest ooooveeeeeer r r r rr r momomomomomomostsstttt oooooof ffff f 
ouoour r trtraaaaade arararararara eea iiinn ththththththtt e e fafaalllll ooof f 20201444414 tttttttheheheheheheh rererereerer wwwwwwasasasasasasa n’tttttttt enennououououououuoughghghghghhghg gggggrararararararaiinininin 
momovevememememememeeentntntntntnt ooooooffffffffffff tthehe ffararm m anandd acacrorossss oourururr sssscacacacacaleleeleelel s s s ss s s tototoototoo ggggggetetetetetetetet oooooooururuuuurur GGGGrrrarararrainiin 
DiDivivisisiononononoon iinnn ththe e blblacackk.  WhWhililee wewe wwoonnn’t’tt bbbe ee paapaayiyiyiyiyiyiyyiyy ngngngngnngng pppppatatatattatrorororoonanananaaan gegegege
onononoo gggggraraaaraaaininininin tttthihihihiss s ss yeyeyeyey arararar,,,, wewewe wwwililillll bebebe pppppasasassisisingngggg oooon n n ououo r r SeSeSSeSeSeSeeeeec.c 1111999999999 DDDDPAPPAPAPAPAP D D DDDD 
tatax x dededuductttioion n amamaamaaa ouountntiningg toto 88.5.5 ccenene tsts pperer bbusu hehelll toto ttthohohoooooosessesess  
papatrttronons s whwhwhw o o sossosoldld uus s grgraia nn inin FFY Y 20202 1515.

FFininalallyly, thhee brbrigighth esestt spspotot iinn ouour r 2020155 fifififififinnnnnnananancicicicic alalalalal rrresesessuuultstststss 
bebeloloongn s s toto tthehe FFeeeedd DiDiD vivivv sisionon. SaSales s vovovoluuuuuumemme iiincncncncrerrereasasasa ed bbbbbyy yyyyy 141444444% %%%
toto 22844,0,00000 ttttononoons s ofof ccomomplpletetee fefeedeedededdeded. WWWWWitititti h hh h h exexexexe pensnsnsnssee eee rerereredudududucctccctctcc ioooooonsnsnsns
inin ffeeeedd prprododucucttionono aaandndddd iiiiiimpmpmpmmmppprorororr veveveveedddd efeffifi cicicicic enenenene cicicicieseseses iiiinnn dedededelillill veveeeeevv ryryyry,,,, 
thhee FeFeeded DDivivissioion’n s ssssss lololololol cacacacaallll eaeaeaeaarrnrnr iingsgsgsgsgs iiiincncncncrererereasasasasedededed bbbby y yy ththththrererereeee-ee-ee fofofooofoldldldl . . .
PPaPaPatrtrtrtrtrtronononononagagagagaggeee e ththththisisisis yyyyeaeaeaeaeaarr rr iisisiis aaat tt t 2.22.8%8%8%8%8% vvverereersususuusss 0.0.0.9%9%9%9% llllasasastttt yeyeyeearararar....

RRRemaininininingngngngng ccccconononoononsisisiss sststststeeeneneenenttt wiwiwithtthth ooooouuru ppppolooo iciccccy yy ovovovovererer ttttthehehehee llllassasastttt 1551551515155-p-p-pppppplulululusss s 
yeyyeaarss, we wwwiwiw lll pppayayay ooooooout 44440%0%0%0% ooooff f ouur r pppapatrtronnno agagee diiivivividededeennnndndndn ss s s sss ininin
caccc sh (((($$1,1242424242 ,4,4446161611) ) )) ininnin FFFFebebebebruruuruarararary y yy wwwiw tht tthehehehe rrememmmmaaaiaiininingnngn 66660%0%0%0% bbbeieeiieeingngngng
adaaa deed ddd too ourururur ppppatatatatrororonsnssns’ eqeqeqequiuiuiu tytytyy bbbbaaala aanana ceeeesss..s

YYYYYYououououou wwwwwwilillilill lllll nononononononotetetetetete ffffffrorororororor mmmm mm ththththththheeeeeee bbababababaalaalalalalalancncncncnceeeee shshshshshsheeeeeeeeeeeee t tttttt susususususummmmmmmmmmmmmmmaraararararary yyy y y ththththththatatatat wwwwwwe e eeeee
pappapapaididididd oooffffffff aaaa ssssigigigiggnininininnifi fi fi fi fificacacacacacantntntntnt ccccchuhuhuhuhunknknknknk oooooofff fff lololoongngngngngg-t-t-t-tererererermmmmmm deedededeebtbtbtbtbtb ––––– nnnnneaeaeaearlrrrlrr yyy yy 16161616166
mimimmillllioiooonn nnn doodododoollllllllararaarar’s’s’s’ wwwwwororororo thththth.... TTTTTThihihih ssssss cuccucuccucutt t t tt ououououo rr rr r lololoooocaacacacacacallllllll lelelelell veveveeeraaragegegege ((((((lololololonggnggg-t-tttteeerereeerrrm mm
dedededdebtbtbtbb ttto loooooocaccal lll eqeqeeqeqe uitytyyt ) almooomoosstst iin nnn hahahhahah lflflflf –– fffrorororoom mm m neneenenearararlyyyyyy 666663%3%3%3%3%3 ddddowoowoown nnnn totoot  
unununnundedded r rr 32323232%.%.%   AtAAt the sssamamaaa eeee tiimemememe wwe ee inncrc eaeaseseseedd tototatatttalllll memem mbmbmbbereree s ssss 
eqeqeqeqeqquiuiuiitytytytytyy fffffrororoommmmmmmmmmm $6$6$6$6$6$6$6$6$6$67.777.7777.7.7 9999 mimimimmimilllllllllioiooioiooionnnn nnn totototoototo $$$$$717177171717171.11111111 mmmmmmilillillllliliiiliilil ononononono ..

WWWWititititittthhhhh ththththththhhhhee fi fifififirssssrsst t thtthththhhrereeeeeeeee ee e ananaananana dddddddd aaaaa a hahahahahah lflflflflf mmmmonononononoononno ththththhhhssss offf FFFFFFFFFFYYYY Y YY 222202022 1616161666661666 aaaaaaalrlreeeeaeaeaaeadyydyydyyy
bebbeeehihihihhiih ndndndndnddn  uss,ssssss aaaa tttreremmmememmm ndndndndndndndououuuuuouuss crcrropooopopo fffororoo bbbbbbbototottoo hhhhhhhh cccocccornnnnnnrnrnn aaaannndndnnnn ssssssoyoyoyoyoyoyyoybebebebebbbb aanaaaaa s,sss,s,s,s,s
ananananand dddd anannanan eeeeeexcxcxcxcxcxcxcxcxcxxcxceleleleeeeee leleleleleeeentnnntntnttntn fffffaalaaaaaaaaa llll fefefefefefeeerrtrrrtrrrrtr ilili izizizizizzzizzzererererererere sseaeaeaaaasososoososooosos n,n,nnn,n,n,, wwwwweeeee lolololololoookokkokokoooo ffffffooroorororrrooro wawawawawwawawwaaardrdrdrdrddrdddrd tttttttooooo ooo
seseseservrvvvinininnnggggg yoyyoyoyoouuuuu innininin 22220101010016.6.6.6.6

Merry Christmas and have a Happy New Year!

SALES $233,692,387 $270,197,343

  Cost of Goods Sold 205,804,496 242,639,579

  Gross Savings on Sales 27,887,891 27,557,764

  OtOO her Operating
 ReeReReeR vevvevevev nue 12,702,659 12,686,486

  Total Gross Revenue 40,590,550 40,244,250

  OpOpOpOpOpOOO erererererereratatatatatatatttttiiinninininiinii g ggg gg ExExExExEExExExExpepeepepeensnsnsnsnsnsnsesss 35,156,183 33,307,503

OPERATING SAVINGS 5,434,367 6,936,747

  Patrononononnnnnonagagagagagagageeeeeeee DiDiDiDiDiDiDiDiiivivivivivivivivv dededededededededeendndndndndndnn   
  Incomee

2,100,129 2,134,632

  Savings before 
  Income Taxes 7,534,496 9,071,379

  Income Taxaxaxaxaxaxxeseseseesese 444494444444 9,727 (46,771)

NET SAVINGS 7,034,769 9,118,150

DISTRIBUTION OF NET SAVINGS

  Patronage DiDDDDDD viiiiideddedededededendndndnndnn sss

     Cash-40% 1,124,461 1,785,138

     Deferreeeeeed-dddddd 60%%%%%%% 1,1,68686,69911 2,2,67677,7,707

TOTAL PATRONAGE 2,811,152 4,462,845

  ReReReReetatatatatataininnnininedededededededd SSSSSavavavavavavavavininininininni gsgssgsgsgsgs 4,4,4 223,616 77 4,4 655,5 303055

TOTAL  7,034,769 $9,118,150

2015 2014

Propane Division - 8.4931¢/gal

GrGrGrGraia n DiDiDiDiD vivivivisisiononn - 1.1 366878 ¢/¢/bubuu

Feed Division 2.8345% 0.9316%

AgAgAgrororonononomymymy DDDivivivisisisioioioonnnn 2.2.22 5252522141414414144%%%%%%%% 3.3 88881717%%

Petroleum Division 1.6236¢/gal 3.6125¢/gal

ASASASASASSESSESESETSTTT

  Current Assets 64,944,402 78,775,412

  PrPrPrPropopopopeeere tyty, Plantt t & & EEEqmtmm 61616161,7,77704040404,2,222444499 66666636636 ,4,4886866666,9970777770077

  Investments in other           
. Organizations

13,938,756 13,604,276

TOTOOOTOTOTOTAATATATATATALLLL $1$1$1$1$1$$114040404040,5,5,5558787878877,4,4,44,4,407707070700 $1$1$1$11$1555555555555 888,886666666666 6,666585858585

LILILILILIABABABABABILILILILILLITITITITITII IEIEIEIEIEEES SSSS ANANANANANA D DDD DD MEMMEMEMMEEMBMBMMBMBERRRRRR ’S’S’S’SSSS EEEEEEEEEEEQUQUQUQUQUQUQQQ ITITIIITTTTTYYYYYYYY

  Current Liabilities 50,990,290 53,774,986

  LoLoLoLoongngnggg-T-Tererrrrre m m LiLiLiLiLiLLiababaabbabbbbbililililillitititiitititieieieieiiiiiess 181888881 ,2,222121212122,2,2,22,2,22,2,,22, 31313111111133 343444444434,00222212121,33422

  Deferred Income Taxes 255,883 182,359

  MeMeMeMMMMMMMMMM mbmbmbmberereererreeeeee s’s’s’sssssss EEEEEEEEEEEququququququququququitititititittttyyyyyyy 7177171 111,112222929,000333 6767676767,8,8,88, 8787877887,9,9,9,971717

TOTAL $140,587,407 $155,866,658

STATEMENT OF SAVINGS

PATRONAGE RATES

BALANCE SHEET

For the year ended
August, 31 2015

For the year ended
August 31, 2014
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Grain Marketing
Jim Johnson, Grain Marketer

Grain Marketing This Winter

Joe Williams,
Grain Marketer

RRRyyyRyanan BBrar ndndtsts,
Grain Marketer

What a difference a year makes!  This year looks like corn and soybean
yields will break records in Minnesota.  With that said, our elevatorsk k rerereecocococ rds s ininn MMMinininnenesosotatata.. WWW titith t
were very busy this past harvest.  As soybean harvest started rolling,yyyyyy ttthiiiss s ss papapapasststs hhararvevestst.. AAs s sosoybybeeeean hah rves
the weather stayed perfect and the beans kept coming.  With the greate e e e ee weweeeweat er sttayaayayayyayeededee pperererfefectct aandnd tthehe bbeaeansns kkkkeppt cocccc ming.  With
weather and terrifi c yields we had to pile about 200,000 bushels of wewewewewewww atatathheheheheh r r r r anaa d teeeeeerrrififificccc yyyieieldldldss wewe hhhadad tto o pipilelee aaaabobobooobobob uuut 200000,0,0,0,0,0000 bushels

soybeans on the ground in Madelia for later delivery to our Lake Crystal location. We fi lledndndndndnddndndndn iiiin nnnn MMaMaMMM dededelililiaaa a a a fofofofofof rr llaaater rrr r r dededededelililililivevery to our LaLaaakeeee Cryyyyyyystal locccccatatatatata ioii n. We fi lled 
almost all of our remainiiininingggggg gg upupupriirr ghghg tt t sspspacacacacce aanaa d abbbbbbboouooo t 2/2 3r3rrrrd’s ooff thhheh HHHHHHHHope bunnnknknknknkeeeerer while aalslso o 
loading a couple of cornooornnnrnnrnrnr tttraraaraaaaiininnns sss ouooooo t ofof HHHHopopoooo e.e.e.e.       

We have already haaaaaaandleedd aaa aaa mimmimimimilllllllllliioioioionnnnn momoomomorerererere soyyoyyoybebebebeananana bbbbbbuusu hhhhels thahahahaan all ooofoofofofo  lasssst ttt yyeyeyeyeeyeyy aaarra !! OOururrrrrr ccccccororn n
handle this harvestttt tt waas s ababbbbououououuuuouut tt t t ttt t 55555555 mimimmimm lllllllliiioi n moooore bushelssssss than lassstss yyyyyyyyearr.r..r.r   It loooooooooookskskkskksskss liikiki e wewewewewe hhhhhhhhhavavavvavavavavavaveee ee eeee
a good start to ouuuuuur neneeneeww wwww fi fi fissssscs al yyyyyeaaaaar.r.r.rr  WWeWeWW  want to sayayayayyy thankkkk yoooouoooo ffffffffooooro  youououououuuuur rr rrrrr bubbbbuubbub sisinenesss aaaaandndndnd 
confi dence in us.usssss..

With ttthehee pppoooor markets we have seen minimmmmmmalaa ppprodududucer seellllllinining gg evevevvvvvvveneneneneneene wwwwwwititititth h hh h tththththhthttheeeeee iininininiinincreaeaase iin 
availaaaabbllee bububuushshhheeelee s. We will balance our inveeennntototoryryry by lloading trrrraaainsnssnssss aasssssss neneneneneeneneen edededededededededededeededded... TThThT e e mmmarkkkkkkeeet 
will uwiwiwiwiwiwiwiw lllllllllll uuuuuuultlttimimimatattelele yy dddded termine the timim ng of moveeemememmentn  of thhhhhisisisisis ccccrorororoop.pp.pp.ppp

The gggggrgraiaiainnn mamm rkkkkete s have been very quiet anddd slululuuuuuugggggggggggishhhhhh since haaaarvvrrvvveeeseeeeee t.t.  AsAsAsAsAsAsAss ttttttttthih s aararrartiiiiclcle e isis bbeieingng wwriiirittttttttenenen,, ththt e e ououoo tloooooooook k kk
is notttttt lloooookiking wwwwwell.  AtAtAtA tthihih ss popopoininint ttt weweewewewewew nnnnnneeeeee d a ddrd ooopoppp iin tthththhtheeeee e doddoooollar aaaaannndddn aa crrororor p ppppp issue innn SSououthth AAmemeriricaca tto o gegettt a a a a nneneneaarbybyby 
rally. rrararar lly.  ThThee USSDADADADADADADADAD JJJanuaryyyyy Repepppporort t wiw ll aaaaalslsslsslso be aaannn imimimimimimmmmppoppopop rtrtrtrtrtanaaaa t evveenenee tttt innnnnnn thee market.  LLoLoongngeer tteererm,mm wwe ee wiw llll hhavvaveeee ttotototototto waiaiaitt
for wfffffofofof r wwhhhhatatat sssssssprprprprprprp ininininninggggggggg deliversrr bbbefore weee see mmmmmmuch acccccctititititionooooo ..  Iff fff thttttt is yeeeaae rrr r ppllppp ays s oouo t like llllasaaasasa t, iitt cocoululldd bbebe aa llononnggg yeyeyeearara ooooonnnnnn thththththe eeee e
markmmm kkkkkkketeetetettetete fffffffrororrontntt. IIIIff ff futures do not rrally, basisisisiisis ssss wiiill hhhhhhavavavaava e ttott ddddddo the e e e wwwooow rrkrkr .  Iff f ff grain dooooooooeesn’n’tt momoveve aandndnd bbacacksksk uuuuuup,pp,pp,p, bbasasasssisis 
couldc uldddd tut rnr  intntooo o a real mess later innn the yeaeaeaaeae r.  Ifff yououououououou hhhhhhavaaaa e eeee aaanaaa y yyy quququuquqqq eeeseseestitiiitititionoononoononnsss,ss, oooooooor rrr r arararararara eeeeeee lolololooloolookinngg fofor r idideaeas s ss anand d opopopinninioioioionsnsnsn , wewwwww  
wouldwww ulddd dd bee mmooree than happy to talkkk to you.u.u.u.u.  Plleaeaaaseseseseeeses cccccccoooono tatatatatactctctctctcc yyouuur GGrG ainnn MaMaarkrkrketeteterrrer. 

Have a safe and Merry Christmas.

In 1900, 38% of the United States workers 
were employed in agriculture. Today 
there are less than 2%. 

fact:

3.



The fall crop nutrient application season for your Agronomy Division started out early and 
continnueuedd wewellll iintnto o ththee mom nth of Novoveme ber. 

OuOuOuOuOuOuur rr rrr PrPrPrPrPrP ececececececeecisisisisisi ioioiooioionnnnn AgAgAgAAgA DDDDDepepepepeparararararartmtmtmtmenenenentt tt sososoosooililill ssssaamamaaa plplpplededdd tthrhrououghhghg ououuttt ththhthe ee faf llll. . DaDatata ggenenere ata eded ssshohohohoweweweeddd d a 
gegegegegenenenenenerarararaallllll drddd oppp iiiinnnn sososossosoilililll ffffferrererertititititililililil tytytyt llleeveveee eleelelssss atatatata trtrtrttriibibibibutututuututeded iiiinnnnnnn sosososomemememm ddegeegreer e ee toto rrrrrececececcecororororrdddddddd bubububububushshhhsshelelelelssss hahahaaharvested. 

WiWiWiWiWiW ththhthtthh ccccccooorornn anandddd sosoybybybeaeann yyiyiyiyieleleleldsdsdsdsds tttrerenddinng g g g g on tttthehehehe higgheheheheheerr r rr sisisisisiidedededdee ttttthihihhihhisssss fafafafafaf lll ,, weweweweeewe ssssawaw aann n ininincrcrreeaeaeaaseseses iiinnn thththththee e ee nuun mbmbmbmbere  of accrerererres ss s 
cucuucucucuc stststststststs omomomomomom aaaaaaapppppppppppplilililil edededed wwwwitititthhhhh crcrropopopopop nnutututututriririririenenenenntstststsst .. InInIn sssssuuummummaamaaryyryryryy,,,,, ououououoo r r r acacacacrereress ananannandd d dd crcrcrcrcropopopopoo nnnnutututututu riririririenenennttt t totototot nsnsn aaaappppppppp lililiedededed tthihiiihiss s ss fafafalll wwwwerere eeee upupupupup oooooveveveveverr rr
101010%%%% frfrfromommmmmo fffffalaalalala ll 2020202014141414.

OuOuOur r CrCrCrCrrysysysysy tatatatt lll VuVuVV eeee unununu itittsss wewewewewew rererere bbbusususssy y y soosooilililil ssssamamammplp inggg a aa rerererecocococordrdrdrd nnnnnnuuuumumu bebeer r ofofofofofo aaaaacrcrcrcrcreseseses tthihihihiss ss s fafafafafaffff llllllll . OuOuOuuOuuuur rr r PPrPrPrPrPrecececececisisisisisssioiioioioiooi nn AgAgAgg Depepepppppartment 
isis ccurururrereereentnttntntllylylyly bbbbbusuusussy y y cococoocorrrrrrr elele atattatiningg tthee sososoiil mmapapss wwiwiw ththh yyyyieieeieldldlld mmmmononono ititititororor mmmmmmapapapaps sss ononono aa fifififififififieeeeeeldldldlddld bbbby yy fifi fifififi elelele dddddddddd babbbabababasisisisiss.s.s  

CrCrCCC oppp nnututrienent prpriciiceses dddroroppp edd tthihh s fall aas s coompmpara eded tttto o fafaf llllllll 222201010111014.4.4.4.44. MMMMovovovovinininnninggggg gg gg tototototootoowawwawawwwawawww rdrdrddr sssprprining g wewe sseeee ccroroop p p nunutrientn  
prprpriciccining gg stayinng g closossose e totott  Falall 202015155 levevvelells.s WWWith new prprododododddducucucucucucucucucccttititittiiiitiiionononoooo ooooffff nitrogogogooggenennn in nn thttt eee e e cococounntrtrry,y,y, wwwe e e wiw lll cccononontittinunuue e e toto sseee 
uruureaeaea bbbbece omingg a a vevery comompepepetititittiititititittiit vevevevevvevee aaaaaaalltlltltltltltereree nanativeve ttttttttttoooooo o ooo o anananananananananaaanananhyhyhyhyhyhyhyhhyhyhyddrdrdrdddrrouououo s ss amammmmmmmomomommmmom niiiiaaaaa.aa  
   
WiWiWiWiWWWW ththththttt lowowowo er ccomommomomodiditty ppriririr cececec s,s,ss oooururrrrrurrur aaaaaaaagrgrgrgrgrgrgg onononoononoonoonononnnomomy yy yyyy sasasasasasasaaleleleleleleleleles s s sss sss ststststststststtafafafafafafafafa f fffffff is commimimimimimimim tttttttttttttttttededededededededededde tttttttttoo oooooooo brbrbrbrbrbrbrbbrbbrinininingigingngng yyyououou ttttheheh bbesesst t t vavavalululue e inin ppprorrodududucctc s s
anananananddddd dd d sseservrviciccesess fffororor 2220101010166.6. TTThuhuhuh s,ss, mmmmaxaxaxaximimimimmizizizininininggg yoyoyoyourururururur dddddddddololololololooolo laalalalalalalallaarr r r r rerererereeretututututuututut rnrnrnrrnrnrnrnrnn ppppppppperererererereee aaaaaaaacrcrcrcrcrcre.e.e.e.e.e. OOOOOOOOOOOOururrrurur aaagrgrrononnnomomomisisststs aareere ppposososititioionenen dd tototo wwwororkk k
wiwiw tthththh yyyyououou tto o dededeveveveelolololop p p thththt ee bebebebeststt ssssololololututututioioioionsnsnsss ffororrr yyyyouououuuourrrrr r fafafaarmrmrmrmmmmrminininingg oppopperererreratatatatatataattioioioioioioioionsnsnsnsns..

III wowowowouluululdd d d lililiikekekeke ttooo ththththanananankk k ououuurrr r aagagagrorororononononomymymymy sssstatatataffffffff fffororor ttheheeeiririr eeffffffffororororrortstststts ttttthihihih ssss fafafafalllllllll ttttoooo seseseservrve ee yoyoyou u u inininninni ttttthehehhhehe bbesessttt wawawaw y yy y popopop sssssibibiblelele. 

The business that you have given us this year is much appreciated. 
We are committed to earning your business in 2016.

Agronomy Report
Dale Botten, Agronomy Division Manager

Fall Agronomy Update

yGET SOCIAL WITH US 

facebook/
crystalvalleycooperative

twitter/
@CrystalValleyMN
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WeWeWeWe sssspepepependndndnd aaaa llllotototot oooof f ff titititimemememe ooooveveveverrrr ththththeeee cocococourururursesesese ooooff f f a a a a yeyeyeyearararar ttttalalalalkikikkingngngng aaaaboboboboutututu wwwweeeeeeeedsdsdsds ssssucucucuchhhh asasasas GGGGiaiaiaiantntnt RRRRagagaga weweww edededed,,,
WaWaWaWateteteterhrhrhrhemememempppp anananand dd d LaLaLaLambmbmbmbsqsqsqsquauauauartrtrtrterererer bbbbececececauauauausesesese ttttheheheheyy y y hahahahaveveveve bbbbececececomomomomeeee veveveveryyryry ddddififififfi fifificucucucultltltl tttoo o coconttntntrororolll ifififf nnnototot 
addressed early.  Early means going with a full rate pre-emerge or pre-plant up front, and 
not relying on a setup or no pre-product at all.  The weeds addressed above have bece ome 

way tot o diffi cult to control with a post- application only.  After we hah ve ouru ppre-pproduduct on att ffull-ratee, the next 
step is to come back early on the post-applicaatit on rrououghlyly 330 0 daaysys aaftere plantn inng.g WWe want to treae t ana y weedss
that surface when theye  are very small. Then layer mom re residuaual onon ttopop oof our r prpre-e-prp odduct resis dualal.  Thiis conccept 
works for both corn ana d soybeans.  If yoou are e lookkinng g to savave e money on youur chemical, it won’t bbe byy thinking
less expensive up frono t iss thehe ssolo ution. This thought t processss maay y resus ltt in coosting you moree bby y thhe e end off theh  
summer as you continuee to try different reescscue treeatmentnts.  AsA k yoy urur Cryrysttala V lalleey agronon miist what works and 
what weed or weeds youu want to target t onon your faf rm..
A coupple new chemicals we are exciiteted ababout:

»» AcAcurronon bby y SySyngngene tata: VeV ry good onn Giai nt Ragwew ed. AA ccomombib natiion produd ct that t is Duaal, Cala listo, Atrazine 
and Bicyclopyrone.  ThT e bib cyyclopo yrone e isi tthee nnewew ppara t tht ata  is great on Giant Raga weede . 

» Trivapro by Synggene ta: TeT rrifi c ffunngig cic dede tthah t iss QQuiu lt Xcec l wiw th a neww SDHI I addded to mix. WWe hah vev  seee nn
rooughlh y y 5+5+ bushel addvaantaga ee ovoverer QQuiu ltt XXcec l inin oourr loco al tririals.

Precision Planting
As you are thinking about nextx yyear’s cropoppp, ittt iis s s nononoononooonoott tt t tttototootooooooooooooo eaeaeaeeaeeeaeeaeaarlrlrlrlrlrrrrrlrrlrlyyyyyy yy totototoototto ttttttthihhihiiih nknkknnnknk aaaaaaaabobobobboboututttt yyyouuouuouurr plplpplanantetet r.r.r   WeWeW aarerer rreaeadydyyy ttoo ststarartt 
teteteteststststinininngggg yoyoyoyoyy ururur mmmmetetetterererersss s ananana ddddd mamamamakikikkikingngngngngnng ssssurururure e e ththththeyyyeyyeyy aaaareree pppppppererererererrrerrfofofoffofofofoff rmrmmmrmrmrmr inininini g g ggg ttototttot pperererrfefefeffefffectctcttcttioioioiooi nnn.nn  Metete erererere ttttttesesesessssestitititit ngngngngngng iissss s ananannnan iiiineneneneneexpxpxpxpxppenennenenensiisissiveveveevee wwwwwwwwwwwwayaaay of ffff
enenenenensususususuriririr ngngngg theheheheh sssseeeeeeeedd d d isisisisisisiiss bbbbeieieieeeingngngngg pplalalalacecececececeecedddd in tttheheee ssssssoiooil ll whwhwhwhhwhhererrererere e e e ee yoyoyoyooouuuuuu wawawawawwaw ntntntntntntntn iiiiiit.tt.tt.t.tt   EvEEvEvEE erereree yy y yyy dodododoubububbubuuublelelelee ooor r r r skskskskskipipippipippepepepepp dddd seseseseseeedededededininnininngggggggg cacacacacaannnnnn ccocococostststst yyyyououuouou 
monen y.  BBBen YYYoununngeegegeg rbrbbbbererergggggg (P(P(P(P(PPrerereecicicicisisisssisionononn SSSSpepepepepeecicicicciciaalalisississst)t)t)t) iiiiiis s ss ssss rererereadadadady y y y totoototot ddddisisiscucuucucussssssssssssss oooooooopppppppppp ororrttututt nin ties ttoo helplp your planteter perfrform
and gain those eextra bushels.  If you would liikekekee yyououuurrr rr r memem tetetetteeersrsrsrsrrsrs tteseesstetetetetet ddddd orororrr wwwwwwana t toto ddisi cucusss wayays s tot mmmaxaximizi e yoyoyoy uruur 
pprofi t-per-acre plpleaease let yyour CrrC ysy taall VaVVValll eyy aagrgg ononomommmmmisi t knknowwow oor r r coontntacacaca t BeBenn atat 5507070 -44-42020-9-92552 1.  

Thank youu ffor yyooouur bbuusssiineessss!!!

Agronomy Update
MaMaMMMM tttt SSchchopererr,,,, Agronomy Sales Manager

Combating Weeds and Precision Planting

Your Precision Planting Dealer is Here for You

Tomorrow’s Planter, Today
vDrive® + DeltaForce®

Down force is a serious issue that too often goes ignored and can make a huge impact on yield. Get your population right with 
vDrive, control down force row by row with DeltaForce, and you’ve got a planter of the future worth writing home about.

Independent Row Control with 
Turn Compensation

No Chain & Cable Maintenance

Combines Planter Drive 
& Swath Control

Independent Row Response

Hydraulic Controlled 
Down and Lift

Sub-Second Response to 
Changing Conditions

Case IH®     John Deere®     KINZE®     WHITE®

Available for These Planters

Case IH® is a registered trademark of CNH Industrial N.V. John Deere® is a registered trademark of Deere & Company. KINZE® is a 
registered trademark of KINZE Manufacturing Inc. WHITE® is a registered trademark of AGCO Corporation. DeltaForce®, vDrive® and 
Precision Planting® are registered trademarks of Precision Planting LLC ©2015 Precision Planting LLC. 
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Energy Report
JeJeJeJeJerrrrrrrrrrrrrrryyyyyyyyyy Coooonlnllonononoo ,,,, Energy Division Manager

Best Practices for Handling Diesel Fuel in Winter Weather
PrP oper tank mamaainii tenance and fuel 
hahahahahahandndndndling helelelpsppp  ensurrrrrreeeee yoooooururururr fffffueueueuuelll 
suuupppppppppply staaaaaaaysysysysysysyys ccccclean and fresh iiiiinn nnn
your storaaaaaaagegegegegeegeegege tttttaaaaank — and remains 
that way uuunnntil it reaches your fuel 

syyyysstss em. By following the tips aannaa d information in this 
guuididddde,eee  you can avoid mmmmososst ttt coocooommmmm on cold weather 
probobleleleeemsmmmmm , ana d ensure rrrrelelliaaabbblblble e trtravavelelelelellels s ssss througgh the most 
chhaallelengngininininininngggggg ses asasasasasonononon oooof the e e yeyeyeararar.

Cloud Point and Operability
The cloud pointtt is the temperrratatatatatururururureeee ata  which paraf-
fi n, which is s s s natuuurarrrarararrr lly prpp esesesesenenenent t tt ininnnn #####2222 ddddiesesel fuel, bbbbbegins 
to form clouo dyyyy wwwwwwwwwaxaxaxaxax ccccryryryryyystststststalalalalals.s.ss.s. WWWWWheheeennn tht e fuel tempera-
turee rreaeaeaaaachchcchchc eseseseses ttttheheeheeeeheeee cccclololooududududud ppoiointntnt, ththeeese wax crystat ls fl ow 
wiwiwiwiwwiththtththtth ttttthhhehehe fffueueell,l, aaaandnndndnnndnndd ccoaoatt t ththe fi ltteeer element. This quickkly 
rereredduducececess s ththt e e fufueeeeleleel flfloow,w sstarvininnnggg the engine.
OpOpOpOpeererabilliiti yy —— eeeeququipipmementntnt sstill functioning (fi lters not yy
pluguggeged)d).

The Cold Filter Plugging Point (CFPP)
The CoCoCold FFFFiltet r PlPlPlPlP uguuguguguuugggigigingnngngg PPPPoint (CFPP)))) iiiisssss the tem-m-
pepeperararatututure whhhehen fuuuuelell wwwwwilililillll plplplugugugugu fififififififilllteteteteers.

#1 or Y graaadade fuelelee —— TTTypypypiciciiccalalala lylyly hass aaaa clooooooud pppooioioiointntnn aaaandnnnn
CFPP of –40°0°0°0°F or llowowowowo er
» #1 madeee e in the southththt ern tier rrrrrefiefiefiefie  neries typically hahahaaass 

a clouuudddd point of around –40°0°0°0°00 FFFFF
» #1 mmmmaaaada e in the northern tierererereer rrefiefinnnnereeere iees s ttytypipicacalll y y y has 

a cloud point of around –60°Fa clllooud point of around 66660°00°0 FF
#2 or X grade fuel — Pipeline terminal specifi cation 
for cloud point is typically around 14°F
» #2 made in the southern tier refi neries typically has 

a cloud point of around 14°F
» #2 made in the northern tier refi neries typically has 

a cloud point of around 6°F
Biodiesel — Biodiesel blends may have a negative 
impact on the cloud point of fuel
» B2 and B5 impact is typically 2°F–6°F
» B10 blends and higher may have a signifi cant 

impact at 10°F or more

A primary cause of winter fuel-related problems are a 
result of tanks that are not properly “blended down,” 
meaning fuel has a higher operability than intended.
Blending down a tank is done by adding #1 diesel fuel 
to #2 diesel fuel. This helps maintain cold weather fl ow 
characteristics, increasing the operability of the fuel.

Tips to Properly Blend Down Your Tank:
» If ffueu l ininnnnn ttttheeheeh tttttanaaa k kkkk isisisssis at or bellow itssss ccloloudud pointnt,

bibb ododieeeiesesesesesel l ll oorororor cold fl owwwowww additives wwwwilililll l ll ststraratitifyfy or nonot t 
blblblblenennenend into fuel cac ususssininniningg fi fi ltterer pplulugggggginining.g.g

» Make sure fuufuufueleel tttteememmpep rature iis att lleaeastst 110°0°F F toto 115°5°5°F F 
above clououououddddd ppopopoini t befofore blending dodoownwn..

» Adding 10%%%% of #1 ffueueelll tytypip cally reducec s tht e clc oud d 
point of fueeelll by 3°.

» Note: Addiingngngn #11 fufufuueleeleleell tttttooooo #2#2#2#2#2# fffueueeueeell attat or bebebbelololooww ww its clouuuud ddd d 
pooooinininintt,t,t,t, oooor to ffuueueu l thaaatat is ssss gegegegegelllllllledededededd,,,, wiiwww llll nnnotototot bbbblel nd proooop-ppppp
erererererllylylyly. ThThhee e #1#111 ffuueueueueu llll mmuuuusstssss  be wawawawawarmrmrmrmr eeeeenonononouguggguuu h h h totototo raisesesesee ttttthe 
fufufuffuel ttememperatuuuuurereree aaaaabbobob veveveveve thehehehee CCCCCFPFPFPFPFPP.PP.P.P.

Impact of Cloud Point
When bleennndnddn ingg fufuells,ss bbbiioioooofffuels annnnndddd addid tiveveveevees sssss the clclclclclouououououd dddd
popopopopoint of ttheheheh fuel is verry yy y imimiimimmpoppp rtant. AAll componeeeeentntntnnn s muuumuuustssss  
bee aaaaat tttt leasasasasttt 10°F to 15555°F aaaabob vev ttheir cclololloud pointnnntntnttt..

Winter Blending With Biodiesel
Whenenenn bbbbblel ndddddininininininnng ggg gg inintoo aa ssstottototorarararaggegeggegge ttttananananannkk k k k thththhtthatatataaatatattt is s a a blllb eneeennennendddddddddddd ofofofofoofof   
fuel aand bbbbbioioioiodiesesesesese eleleeee , yoyooouuuuuuu wiwiwiwillllllllllll neeeeed d d d d tototototott aaaaaddddddddddd an adaddadaddda dididdidititttt onalallall 
10% off #1 fufufufufueleeee  to cococococoompmpmpmpmppenenenenenenene sate for tttttheheheheheeeee iiincccncreer asssssede  clooooouduu
point ofofofff ttheh  bioooodiddididd eseee el.
» SpSpSppSpllash bblel ndding of neaaaatttt t bibiodieseseseseeseelllll (B(B(B(B(B10000)0  with 

ppppetroleum didiiesel shoulululldddd ococcuc r whenenenennnn bbbbbbooooth prod-
ucts are 40°°F F orororo  abooovvevevevv ..

» B2 or B55 bbiooddidid esesesesssselelelel bbbblelelends typically have very 
similar (withihinn 0°0°°0 F---F-5°5°5°5 FF)F)F) cloudd point and CFPP 
characteriristiccs s totototooo ccccononononvevev ntntioonal diesel products 
and can be treated in a similar fashion to #1 dieseland can bebe ttrerreatatedddedd iinnn aa sis mimim lar fashion to #1 diesel
blends, CFI, or both.

» Animal fat and higher level soy blends may increase 
the CFPP of the fuel as much as 5°F for every 10% 
of B100 used.

» Typically, B2 and B5 blends will increase the cloud 
point by 2°F-6°F if blended properly and the bio
fuel is on spec.

» Biodiesel may also have a negative impact on CFI 
response in blended fuel.

Using these best practices when handling and blend-
ing winter fuels may help prevent cold weather related 
issues in your equipment.  For questions on winter
fuels please contact one of our energy salespersons.  

Nathan Monroe ....................................507-380-2324
Lloyd Skluzacek...................................k 507-514-2690
Patrick Madery ....................................y 507-421-3119 
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$650 for installation
of a water heater in a
new construction or
to replace one using a
different fuel source.

$200 for installation of 
a water heater when 
upgrading to an existing 
propane unit.

Water Heater Incentive 
Program has been extended 

to August 31, 2016.

All applications must be postmarked by
August 31st to receive the incentive. 

To obtain an application, please call the Main 
Office at 507-726-6455 and ask for the 

Propane Service Department.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
From Your Energy Team!

Water Heater Incentive 
Program has been extended 

to August 31, 2016.
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HaHHaHavevv yyouou pprepaparerer d yoyoooururur bbbararararn fofoof r r rr the wwiwiw ntnter sseaeaaasonal chc angegegeg ???? A AAA ththththorooo ouughgh revevieiewwwww w of ttthhehee 
baaaaarrn venenenntitit lalaatititt onon ooppep rations, ppiig comomfoofortrtrt, and mmaaanagegegememeeentntntnt proroocececessessss aaaarere nnecccesese ssaaarryy fforor aaa 
gggoogg od ressululu tt in perererrffoformancecee..

Whenenen evaaluluuatatatatininininggg ththee bubuilildddingg, mamaakkekk ssurure e ththatt aallll ppotototo enene tittitialaa  leaksksksksss aaarerereee ccclololooseseseseseddd.d. CCuurttaainnnni ss s nene dedd 
to be repairrededee  or replplacaccededede  priororr tttto thhe ee e cocoldld weeaaththheer. AA A smalalll hoholele oor leleakaka cccccccanananan aaffffffececcct thththhee e innleett pepeppp rrfooormamanncceeeeee inininiin tthehehe 
baaarnrnrnrnrn, so makkakake suree ccururtataainini  repaiaiiirsrss aaare ddononne.e.ee AAs s s mmomost bbbarns’ pitsts aarere ppumumpppepeeed d in the falalala l,l, mmaakee sususuuurerere thehhehe pit pump 
outs are tiggghhththt. ClCleaean n anananandddd power washhh ppppititit ffffffaaaanans, fan hhouousisingngs, aand sshuhutttteeerrrss toto makkkake sssus ree ttheh y y arrreee perforrmimimingngngg 
optimally. CCCCoverr oorr seseessealaalala tthe largeeee ffffanananss ss thhaaata  will not bbe operaatitingng in thhe winntttter. If the barnnn iss ccuururtatainnin sssidedededed, mmmamakekee 
suuuurerr youuu leavee at leassstt ononee ee footottt oooopepepeepeennn aatatat ttthehe ttttopopop ooooff f thththe e e e cucucucurtain. Verify y sesesettttttiiinnninnngsgsgsg  on thhhhe eee emmmerergeegeencncnccyyyy baab ckup ther-r-
momooostatttts ss s fofofofor r heat and ccooooll inin cccaasaa e thhhe e e e ccococ ntntrorollllere  fails dduueueu ttto o elecececctrtrtrt iicicalal iisss ueeeeeeu sss.s SSSSetetetee thehehehe baacackuuukupp p p heheat tthehermrmostat t
grgrgrgreaeaeae ter r thanaaa  5 ddddeggegegrerererereeeeses beloww sssetetetete ppoiintntnt to avoid the potetentnttiaiaiaialll ofofofo ppprrror panee wwwwwasasasasasastttetetete..

ItIItII  is a gogogogogoodooo  idea to havvvvee a higghh pprereeresssss ure e test on you propane linnnes. FForor tthihiss seservrvicice,ee, yyyouou ccanannananan cccccccononooo tatactct ooourur 
Propane Service e Depaaaarrtrtmeentntt aatt tt 50507-7-72726-6-6 64645555. OnO  your conttroollllerererrererr,, tthtthe e ofoff temperature on the hheaeateteterr r shshshouououuuuuouldldldldldldld be 
set at 2 degrees belowowowow ssett pp ioioioint; ototherwisse,e, ttheh  room teempmpmpmppeeeereratature eee willl wwara mm up past the set point andd cacaususssseee eeee
the minimum fans ttooo o raramp uupp anandd waw ste propopanane.e. 

Innleleeetststt aaarererere aaaannn imimmimpoportrtana t t cocompmpmponononononenentt ofof tthehe wwwinininintter veentn ilattioionn prprprogogogograrararam.m.m.m. IIIInlnlnlletetetets ss shsss ouuld be adjuustssteddedd ttttoooo prprprprovovidde aaaia r 
spspspspeeeeeeeedsdsdsds oof f 808000-00 1000000 ffeeeett peeer minun te for correct venntilatit ononon. InInInIn aaadddddd ititiitioioioion,n,n,n, eeeenonononougugugugh hh h atattttitititic cc c ininninleleeletststts vvvviaiaiaia tttthehehehe soffi t t or gggaaable 
enene dsdsd nneeeedsds to bebebe pprovided.d.. TThehe ssofoffi t area should be bird scs reeeennnedededd,, bubububutt t non oooththththerererer oooobsbsbsbstrtrtrtrucccu titititiononoo sss should be adadadaddedded d. 

WhWhWhenen wweaeanen d d d pigsgs aarrrivivee inin thehe wwiinter, enough comfort board areaa should be availabaablele tto o thhhthememememe . MoMoMoM stss rrrrecece omm-
meend at least .5.5 sssququararee feetet oof f commfort board or mat area per pig. A standara d 4 ft. x x x x 8 ftft. cocomforort t boboboarararardddd wowoww ullldd
accococ mmodatee 6464 pigs.. BBroroodododerers shshouo ld be adjusted so that the mat area is about 855 dedd grreeees for weweanededed ppigigs.s. 
A A raradiid ananttt heheheheatatat ggunun cann bbe e ususededded too verify mat temperatures. The surrounding room m enenviv ronmenent ccaannn bbebe ssetet aatt t
10101 ddegegrereeses bbelelowow matat ttemempeperaraatuturer s.s. AAdequate feeder and water spacec  are alslsoo crcrititicicala , especiciaallyyy iif f ststocockikikingngng 
dedensn ititieiess arare incrc eaasesedd inin tthehe wwininteter.r. 

PrPropoperer pprereparatitiono  on yoourr bbarn prprior r toto wwininteer r wiw ll save titimemme aandnd eneergrgyy asas wwee e fafacece tthehe normal ccchallllelelengngeseses ooff f
a a MiMidwdwese tern wwinntet r. 

NoNoNN teteete: ThT e information in this s arartiticlc e conccererniningg pprerepapariringngng yyouour r babarnrn fforor tthhehe wwininteteter r isisisi  subject to vaavv ryryyingg ciirr-
cumstancess. The information iss meaeantn tto bebe aa gguiuidedelliinenee aaandnd mmmmayay vvarary y frfroomm bbbararnn totototo bbaararn. Pleeeeasasasaseeee coococ nsnsult your 
owo nener’s manuals when makinnnggg anany ofof the adjjusustmtmene tss..

Happenings and Growth in Your Feed Division

What’s happenin ngg inn the CrC ystal Vallllleyey FFeedd DiDiDDivvivisisioonn?? IInnn AAuAugugugugustststs ,, ththtthe e e bobob arara dd ofof ddirecctotorsrs aapppppppprorororovevev ddd ouoouo r r fi fiscscalal  
budget rreqeqequeest foror ccappa iti al impmpror vemementntss toto all tthrhrreeeeee ooof f ououur rrr fefeeedded mmililll l lolocacatitionons.s. AAtt ouour JaJanenesvsvsvilillele ffeeeeedddd mmmim ll, wewe aarere  
adaddidingng oonto o our exe isstiing receiviv ng aandnd loaadd-out ararareaeaeass wiwiwiththth aa 440’0’ bbbby y 440’ bubuildidingng. Thiss wwililll enabableeee oooour ttruckks ss s totototo 
bebe inside whw enn receiving iingngredidienenntst  and loading outut ffeeeed.d.d WWe arare e alalsoso aaddddining anna  844 totonn ovoverheadaddd ggggrarr in bbbinin tto o
hoholdd ggggrounnd corn and increease the lel ngn thh oof f the cornrnn llegegg ttoo o fifi ll thihis s nenew w bin.  AAAt t ouur VeeV rrnon CCenenteter fefefeeded mmmiilll, wwe e
are adding mmicro bins too our mmicro sysstem and adddid ngg aaa mmminorr sscaccalele to thiss ssyssteem.m WWe arre e alalsososo aaddinng g seseverarararalll
fi nin shing auugers tto ovo erheada iingngrediene t bins. Att oourur LLaSaSaallee feee d mimillll,, wewe hava e e apapprprovovalaal tto repllacaca ee e our maannunual 
coc ntrol syststemem with h a a highhhlyy automated sysystetem. WWe arare ee ini stalllingng aa MMarark k IVIV BBatatchhiingg SySystem tthaah t t ininnclc udeses aaannn
181  bin mmicicro ingngreredienent sysys sttem. We willl be aaddddini g g 99 fi fi nin shshininng g aua geersrs foro  ingn redidient t bibinsnsns wwitth ononly air diisisi chc argege 
gatetes.s.  AAll of theh se impmpm rorovemem ntnts wiwilll  enanablble uusus tto bebecocooc mee mmore e efeffi fi ciienenene t,tt  incncreeassasee our cacapapacic ty, anna dd alallolow ww w ususu  
toto contit nue tot pproroviv dee youo  theh  quaaaliil tytyt  feeeed anandd acccucuc raacycy yyouo eexpxppececeect.t. 

Feed Report
BoBob RaRaRaueeee,, Feed Division Manager

Preparing Your Hog Barn for Seasonal Change
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TThhe e e CrCrC ysysstatatalll VaVVaValllllleyeyeyy FFFFeeeeeeeeddddd DiDivivivisisisiononn wwilililllll bbeeee hhosostiinnngggg a mmeeeeeettttitit ngng iiiinnnnnnn ccococc njnjnnjunction with the Natioioooonnaananallll Poooorkrkrk PPPProorororoduucecec r r CoC uuunnncccicic lll 
anandd ththhhe e UnUnUnivivivi eeererersisiittytyyy ooof f f f MMiMiMiM nnnnneesesotta a a ExE tensiooioii nn EdEEdduucucuccucu attororor oof f SSwwinineee,e,, oonnn Tuesday,y,y, JJJanannuauauauuauau rryry 12 2 ,aaaattt t ththhe CoCoCouurrruu tyaaararddd bybybybyy MMMMaraaara -
riiriototo tt hohooteteelll ininin MMMManannkakakatototo. TTThhheeh mmeeeeetting wwwwilii llll stststtaraarart ttt wwwiwiww tthht ccccooooffefee anandddd roooolll ss atat 999:3:300 0 a.a..mmm.m.. aannd cononnclclc ude wwwiwithhht aaaa bbufuffeefett t lulullunncnch h 
aroouuundndndnd nnnoooooooonnn. TThehere willllll bebebe tthhreeeeee ppreseseeeentntntteerrss. DDr.r LLLizizz WWagaga stts rorooomm,, CChihiefef VVetetttererererini aaarra iaan wiiththh ttheheeh  NPPPPPPP CC.C. DDDr. WWWaaaga ststsstrroomm 
wiwiwillllll aadddddrreesssss ttthehhe futture ofoffof aaaantttntnttibibibbbioioiotititiccc uusse eeeee iinn porork k prrpp odododducuctiiononon anndndndd thehe use of ff f VFVFFVFD’S (V(VVeeetetetererininariaaai n FeFeFeFeedededed DDDDiririrreceee tittit vvveves))s
that wwwill bebebe rrreqeqeqqquiuiu redddd foff r annntitit bibiiottotiicic uusese iiiiinnnn ththheee ffufutututurerere. DDrDrDDr. WaaW gsgstrtrtt oomom wwill alsoooo ddddisssiiscucucuc sssssss tttheheh SSenenececaaa VaVVaVaValllllllllleyeyeyeyey VVVVViiiririruusus wwwwe e
hahah vevevv bbeeeennn hhhehearararrrinininingggg aabababbouoo t inn ttheee swiwinenen iindndusustry.y   Saraahh SccSchihieck isss wwwwitititithh h the e e UnU iviverersisityty of Minnesota Exxtetensnsiion.n.
SaaaS raaah wiwill bbeee didisscscusussisisingngng thehee tttopppo icc oof f cocommmmonon swine auddititss, gggivivininggggg rererrerererequququququq irreeeemmenennts andnd eexampmples. CChrrisistyty JJacackksonn
wiwithththh tthehe NNPPPPPPPCCC C wiwiw llllllll bbbbbbbeeeeeee shshs ararinnningggg sos mememememe iinfnforormamatitionon oonn ththe e StStraratetegigicc InInInveveveststmememementntnt PPPorork k PrProgoggggrararam.mm. PPPororo kk k prprprododddoducucuccccerererssss 
wiw ll bbbbe e e rerececeeivvvvvininininnngg g aaanaanan iinvnvititatatatata ioioion nnnnnn ininii thehee mmmmmmmaiaa l after ChChririststmmas to attttennd this eduududuccatiiononal mmmeeeetitinngng. PlPleaease marark k yoyooyoururru
ccaleeendnddarararar.. TThThTT ee e VFVFFFVFFD’D’D SS S ananndd SSSSitetetee AAAuduududititit wwilllllll inninii vov lvee bob thh pig owners and contntract groweweeersrs -- aaalll  shouldd atttetet ndnd. 

AAAA reemmmmiiinnnnnnddddeerr tttooo PPPoorrkk PPrrooddduuuccceerss::
TTTThhheee MMinnnneessssooootttaaaa PPPPPoooorrrkkkkk  CCCCoooonnngggggrrresss isss bbbeeiinnnnggg hheeelllldddd 

aaattt tthhee MMMMMiinnnnnnnneeeeaaapoliss CCCoonnnvvventiiooonn CCeeeenntteeerr 
ooonnnn  TTTTuuuueeessddaayyy,, JJJJaaaaanuuaarryy 119,, ffroommm 9 aa..mm.. tttooo  55 pppp.mm. 

& Wedneeeesssdddaaaayyy,,  JJJJJaaaaannnnuaarryy 20, from 99 aaaa.mmmm. ttooo 1:33330 p.mm. 

Your Crystal Valley Feed Team would like to thank you for your business 
in 2015. We look forward to providing your feed needs in the new year. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year!

Recipe: Gingerbread Cheesecake Dip             By: Food, Folks & Fun

Ingredients:
1 - 8 oz package cream cheese, softened
¼ c brown sugar
¼ c powdered sugar, sifted
3 T molasses
1 t ground ginger
1 t  ground cinnamon
4 oz Cool Whip
Dash nutmeg
Graham crackers for serving

Directions:
1. Beat cream cheese until smooth (about 1

minute)
2. Add sugars and molasses and beat on

medium speed until smooth and combined
(about 1 minute)

3. Add ginger, cinnamon and nutmeg, mix
until combined

4. Add Cool Whip and beat until combined
(about 30 seconds)

5. Transfer to serving bowl and chill until
ready to serve. Serve with graham crackers.
Dip can be stored in an airtight container for
up to 1 week in the refrigerator. 
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Finance Charges.  When accccount balanceees ss beecocoomememe ppasa t duduue,e, ccoooopeperaraatititiveves ararra ee e alallololoowed 
by lllllawawawawaw tttto asasasa sesessss fifinnnanancece chargeses of 1 ½ percennnt tt a momomontntn h,,, wwwhhihichchh eequates tto aan 118 88 percenent t 
ananannual rrrraatatatate.e.  ThThisis rrratatate ee isssis vvere y compmparable or evenenenn lowwerer ttthahan other formrms s ofofof unseccururururrededed 
cccrededediti  extenenenenensiisis onon.. MMMananny y y y y cccccredditit ccard ratees s are in excess ss ofooo aa 220 percent t aannnunuuaaall rrate.  SeSeSeSecucuc rered d

ccredit is ss gegegegg nennn rararalllllly y y atatat a subbstststststantiallllylylylyly lllowowowowererereerer rrrratatattee e bebeb caaususse ee the lenddining institution hahhahas sesecuuriritytyy innn oonne oro mmmoorororee e ofof yyyououo rr 
pppossesesessiss onnnnns ssss asasa  collateerararaal.l.l.  CrC ysyy tal Valleyyyyy’s’s’s’s’s primamaryryry purpopoposes  in busisinen ss is to proviviviv dedede yyyyouououu wwith thhee e e prprp ododucuctsts aaandnddnd 
servrvrviciciceseses yyyouoo nnnnneeeeeeeee d.d.d. UsUsUsssinininining g g g aaaccounnntststs receieieiiivavavavav blble babalalaannncesesss fffforr fifinnananancic ngg iis not part of our cocoree bbbbususu ininesee s s seseeservrvices.  

Timely Payments. WWWWWe e e e appa prprprecececiaiaiatetete yyyour titititt mely pppppayayayyayaymmmmmentntntntntsss.s.  RReRecececeivinininggg yoyoyouruu  payayment bbefefefoororo ee thththe e e e dududud e e e ddate will help 
enenensus ree ttthahahaaattttt yoyoyouuu dododo nnnot rrrrecececee eieee ve a fififinnnannceceee cccccharge. Mailllililinngngn  youur r r papapaymymymennnnnttt t atatat llleast fififivvee totooo ssevevenn dddayaysss bbbeforerr ttthehe dduee 
daaaaateteetete ssssshohohohohoululululdddd heh lp yyyouoo r r papapp ymymymmmenenent geget t t totototoo uuuuus s s ininin tttimime.e  

Returned Checks.  Mosst t papapaaaymentsssss ccccomomee too CCryrysts all VVValley iiiiin ttthe forormm ofofff ppppapapapererer ooor rrr elelelecee tronic checks.  ReRetuturnrneded 
cchchc ecksksksks wwwwilllllll hahahahhh vev  a $300 sssererererervvvvviceee ccchargrgrggge e e ada deeedd toto ttthehehe aammmmom unt owweded. YYYYouoour chchhececkk aand/d/d/ororor ssserererviviv ccec  chah rgge may be 
electroniccalalala ly rrrrrepepepepeprereresesesentntntntnteededeed.. AAAAdditioioioonannn l cicicicic viviviv ll pepenananaltltl ieiiessss mmmmmay bee iimpmppppoosososededed oooonnn ddidd shshshonored checkks for nonon-n papaymymenent 
after 30 dayays.s.sss. 

Energy Assistance
WiWiththh ttthehehehehe hhhheaeaeaeae titit ng seasoooon nnn uppppponononnoo uus,, tthehehe aaaaabbbbib lity too fifi nanaaanncncnce e e yoyoyoourur hhhhomomo e e heating needs s isis cccrurucicialal.  If yoyou are wondering 
hohohow w ww w yoy uuuuu wiwiww llll be ababable to afafafafffofofofoforddd ttttttooooo heheheheheaaataa  youurr hhoooommememem tthihiss  wiwinterrr, yoyoyouuu mamamay y ququala ify y for assistance thrhrouughgh MMMininnenen sootat  
VVaVaVaV lley AAActctctctctioioion Councicicil.  If yyouououuu believe yyoouu mmmmayayy qqqquauaalililifyfyfyy,,, it may be in youur bebestst iintn ererresestt toto pursue the applicicatatioion n 
aaasa  sooooooonnnnn asss pppppososo sible.  ThThhe ee aaaaca compmpaannyiyiyiyingngn  infnfoorormamatititionono  prooovivivideess ininncocome guidelines anandd conttacact tt infoformrmation for 
the e e prpp ograraraaam.mmmm      

Credit Report
GaGaG ryry HHHululkeke, Credit Manager

Credit Reminders

Household Size
GROSS Income for 
previous 3 months

111 $5$ ,99878787

2 $7$7$7$7$7,8,8,8,, 29292929

333 $$$9,6671717171717

4 $1$1$$ 1,1 514 4 4 

55 $1$11133,3,3 35353556666

6 $1$1$$15,5,5 191919888

7 $15,545433

888 $1$1$1$155,5,5,888889

FoFor r mom re information oor tototo rrecececeiee veeee aaaan apapapapappplp icatioion, call:: 55550707077-33-3454545-6-6-6828282822,2,2,2, 111-8-8-800-767-7137 Or visitt ourur website at 
wwwwww.w.w.mnmnmnmmnmnvavavavavac.org  ••  Applicicccatatatioioon deaddlilinene is MaMMaMayyy 31,  202001611

Would you like to receive your Crystal Valley 
newsletter electronically?

If so, go to our homepage (www.crystalvalley.coop), 
click on the ABOUT tab, then click on CUSTOMER CONTACT.
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Ben Youngerberg
Precision Ag Specialist

Elysian

Rose Burgess
Administrative Assistant

Lake Crystal

Mark Norell
Feed Delivery Driver

La Salle

Cindy Haler
Administrative Assistant

Lake Crystal

5 Years

25 Years 25 Years

15 Years

would like to recognize the following employees for 
their years of DEDICATED service to our patrons. 

Crystal Valley Crystal Valley 

The bins are full, old crop markets are weaker than what we 
are accustomed to, the 2015 operating line is coming due, 
2016 pre-pay decisions are already here, new crop markets 
are lack luster….YIKES!

CAPITAL:
Does having three years of crop finance out on the line at 
once sound impossible? Is having money borrowed on your 
‘15 crop preventing you from having ’16 and ’17 financing 
lined up? It’s not at AgQuest®. That’s the cross roads we find 
ourselves parked at this year and we can offer you solutions 
to this issue. The old crop 2015 loan may be carried well into 
spring as many hold grain. The 2016 input pre-pay and fall-
applied agronomy is well under way and likely due in early 
January. We can also have the 2017 crop loan in place as 
you wish to be ready to pounce on opportunities for that 
crop year that may arrive earlier than normal.  As you want 
to ensure decent margins, locking in costs is of paramount 
importance.  

If knowing break-evens and ultimately what prices to sell 
grain is of interest to you, let’s work together to evaluate 
how multiple years of finance can help you.

RISK MANAGEMENT:
Not every year will capture the yields of 2015.  Looking 
ahead on how we can protect assets, we look at what crop 
insurance can do for you.  The Multiple Price Discovery en-
dorsement that some chose to utilize also hit home. When 
this goes to press, the enrollment may be complete. If you 
have not heard of this or want to understand how it works, 
please contact me. Despite lower markets, 2016 is an even 
more critical year to thoroughly evaluate how best to miti-
gate your production and price risks. We have numerous, 
unique products and decision aid tools to assist the Crystal 
Valley patron base. Doing business with a company you own 
has never made more sense. 

For more information contact Crystal Valley’s AgQuest® 
Ryan Feist, AgQuest® Financial Services

- For all your Financial and Insurance needs.

rfeist@agquest.net | 507-508-0206
www.agquest.net

Capital & Risk. . . 
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Main Office
507-726-6455
800-622-2910

Darfur
507-877-5011
800-658-2475

Elysian
507-267-4305
866-317-3136

Hope
507-441-0036

Janesville
Agronomy
507-234-5155
507-835-1720
866-458-9886

Grain/Feed/Petro
507-234-5610
507-835-3646
800-201-3646

Lake Crystal
Grain
507-726-2051
800-451-3984

Agronomy
507-726-2057

Petro-Propane
507-726-6455

LaSalle
507-375-3468
507-642-3300
507-439-6385
888-544-7687

Madelia
Agronomy
507-642-3276
800-245-5857

Elevator/Hwy 60
507-642-8896

Nicollet
507-232-3453
800-720-3453

Vernon Center
Agronomy
507-549-3056

Grain/Feed
507-549-3722
888-501-5947

Waldorf
507-239-2172
800-569-1321
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